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Paul Butler’s Collage Party

March 9-12, 2008 @ JMB Gallery,
Hart House

By Kerry Freek

Noises at Hart House’s JMB
Gallery on Sunday, March 9:
chatter, clatter, slicing, CBC
Radio. Two sorts of ‘bringing
together’ here: 1) Collage itself is
indicative of community, with elements and media coming from different backgrounds to become one
chaotic (and possibly cohesive) piece. 2) As exacto knives make deft slices to the innocent pages of
used magazines, the public (collage/craft enthusiasts, parents, children, friends, art students, etc.)
mix and mingle with local artists and each other to produce a room full of far-out hybrids and other
cut-and-pasted wonders.

Paul Butler’s Collage Party is a traveling
participatory art event not unlike the worldly uncle
you see once every few years. Butler, Winnipeg
artist and the director of the web-based The Other
Gallery, has been organizing collage parties all
around the world since around 2002. Collage Party
has made appearances in New York, Winnipeg,
Montréal, Los Angeles, Berlin and Scotland – and
it’s already been to Toronto at least twice before
(at MoCCA in 2006; The Power Plant in 2002).

This month, as JMB Gallery joined the increasingly tally of Collage Party hosts, professional input
came from artists such as Micah Lexier, Derek Sullivan, Roula Partheniou, Maura Doyle, Tyler Clark-
Burke, Sandy Plotnikoff, Anitra Hamilton, Kristan Horton, Dave Dyment, Zin Taylor, Kerri Reid, Katie
Bethune-Leamen, and Jon Sasaki. The artists met for a few days beforehand to transform the gallery
into an experimental workspace, and the public was invited to contribute for four days following the
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artists’ attack.

Wednesday, March 12, just before closing
time: a beautiful disaster, the good kind of
mess. Paper shreds populate the floors and
more creations (including an inspired
mélange of Stéphane Dions, and a flower
exploding with petal-bombs) plaster the
walls, and we’ve become a lovely mosaic
via scissors and glue.

Collage Party was part of the U of T
Festival of the Arts which runs March 3-20.
For details on the rest of the month’s
activities, visit www.arts.utoronto.ca. (All
photos courtesy of JMB Gallery)
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YOU VS MONDO

MONDO is a non-profit, weekly, Toronto-based, online
magazine that focuses on arts, culture, and humour. We’re
interested in art of all kinds (music, theatre, visual art, film,
comics, and video games) and the pop culture that we
inhabit.The copyright on all MONDO magazine content
belongs to the author. If you would like to pay them for
more content, please do. To contact MONDO please email
us at editor@mondomagazine.net
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