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For the last four years, I have faithfully attended Muit Blanche sa, this vear, I
derided to do somsathing a litkle different. During the Orientation Clubs Fair, my
friends and I had signed up to be part of the Hart House At Committes. I'm
mot sure why, considering none of us are particulary knowledgeable about art,
But, as I'm sure yvou're aware, the Clubs Farr involves 3 lot of wnbng down
your namefemail on various organizations’ lists - sometimes out of interest,
other ttmes just ko be polte. It turns out that one of the shests I wrote my
information on was not only for the At Committes, but to volunteer for Muit
Elanche as well. at first | was a lictde apprehensive but then 1 thought, why
rot? There's no real harm to be had,

Daye later, my friends and [ received emails informing us of the volunteser tims
and location: 7pm to 11pm at the Coach House, The Coach House? Where in
the world iz that? We wonderaed the same thing. It's a small structure in the
middle of 3 parlung lot behind the Faculty of Law bwlding, across from Quesn's
Park, We had received word to meet at Hart House beforehand to figure out
what we were supposed to. After scarfing down sandwiches from Timmy’'s and
racing across campus, we eventually found ourselves in a room filled with high
school children covered in gold glitter and wearing aprons. It tums out these
were some kids from Parkdale who were volunteenng at the artisan farmer’s
market in the courtyard. They were supposed to encourage people o eat
crickets (which were bemg coocked and served there), se=ing as cnickets are
the food of the future. . according to the exhibit. I'm not quite sure where the
glitter cams into play but, whean it comes to Mult Blanche, ['ve lzamed not to
ask.

Ewventually we were directed to the right people, given voluntesr tags, and
sent on our way to the Coach House, The exhibit we were volunteering at was
called "all That is Solid Melts into Air' by Mark Boulos. Here is the description
from the Nuit Blanche website:

Two films projected on oppesing walls feature intensely
conflicking, yet inextricably intertwined forces: one shows
frenzied stock traders at the Chicage Mercantile Exchange
specwlating on the futwres of oi; the other shows
guerrilla fighters in the Wiger Delta preparing for battle
against ol companies that extract and export olf from
tivair and,

It was actuzlly guite an interesting pisce that seemed
te inveke mixed emotional reactiens from the audience,

Basically, our job was to make sure there weren't too
many people in the film room at one bima, answer

guestions, and keep track of how many people came in
and out. After the first 20 minutes or so, we noticed that the few people who
weare coming through seamed to have a hard time finding the place; they
tended to walk down an alley and hop a fence just to get to the door, That's
when we realized that someone should be out there, guiding people in. The
building is sort of hidden and the map in the Muit Elanche booklst was not
particularly helpful.

We started taking shifts, with someone
staying inside the toasty-warm and brightly-lit
room  while two others directed people
throwgh the bushes and areund a building to
the Coach House, Despite the chilly weather, it
was a fun four hours. Standing outside, we
were able to watch some intense people
watch the films while, at the same time, we
could talk te friends, fellow students andfor
farmily members that showed up over the
hours. at slower times, we kept ourselves
entertained by partaking in a slightly akered
varsion of Sheldon Cooper's "Soft Kty and
taxbing people ko come seea the exhibit, At one
poirt, while resting inside, we had a lavely
eonversation with an Italan woman about the
beauty of her mother tonguee and about her
dawghter, who 15 a professor of Rehabihtation

Soences here at U af T,

Cwerall, the volunteer experience was fun. The time went by pretty quickly
and there were still hours left afterward to go and enjoy the rest of what the
city had to offer. Unfortunately, we never managed to visit the Parkdale kids
and eat some crickets. But, then again, there's always next year.,

Posted in Events, Review | Mo Commeants =

http:/fwww.blogut.ca/author/sarrah-coward/

Spots on the U of T Campus

= Getting into Grad Schoaol: A& Rope of Sanc
= Healthy and Affordable Food on Campus
= How Mot to Fal at Makng Goals

» How to make book buying a breeze

= Malang a Tnumphant Return from Break
* S0 You Wish vou Went to College

= Some Essay Tips

# Student Unions and Assocations

= The End of my U of T Romance

= IJ of T Fashion File

= Warthsted? Don't Give Up

# You Know You're a University Student
When..

Google AdWords

Get a free 575 credit

Recent Comments

#= blogUT's Guide to the Best Bathrooms
on Campus: "The law building has the
WORST washroom I have ever been to!
Definitely needs to be addead to this ®

= Sugar: The Bitter Truth: "It's a strange
need... aither I've baen conditioned to
always be munching on somethmng while
studyin®

= Eat, Sleep, Study: Sage Adwvice from a
First-Year Student: "Great article, with
great tips from Jess and Zainab, My
studying techrigue 1= to start as early as |
= Lessons they should ve taught you in
high school.... "I would add this: 1)
Jutside of the profeszional faculbes,
nobody hires somebody just because thev

= Sugar: The Bitter Truth: "Kill the sugary
drinks: pop, juice and iced tea. We drink
them like water, =0 we don't think of them”

Categories

Arcademics -

Older Posts

Select Month -

U of T Links

= Asians Sleeping in the Library
= askastudent

= Hzalthy Campus

= Hot Yam!

= SIFE UWofT

» Sustainahility Office

*» Syrup Trap

= The Disconnect

= Tha Protein Enginear

= Tha Varsity

= Ll gf T Magazine

= | of T Telawision

= LleaT (U af T Food Services blog)
= Lipbeat

Toronto Links



