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This winter has turned out to be a robust season for art exhibitions with a conceptual slant, and the current
offerings at the University of Toronto are no exception. At the Jackman Humanities Institute there is This Area is
under 23 Hour Video and Audio Surveillance and between the U of T Art Centre and Justina M. Barnicke
Gallery there is Sign. Sign. Everywhere a Sign.

Interrogative and engaging, the artworks examine the sign as a public utility device and as an object to be
scrutinized regardless of its content.

THIS AREA IS
UNDER 23 HOUR
VIDEO AND AUDIO
SURVEILLANCE

The name This Area is under 23 Hour Video and Audio Surveillance comes from a work by Ahmet Ogiit, whose
subtle proposal in his superficially typical surveillance sign serves as inspiration for the show. The artists here
explore how such implied constraints are created (think Foucault on surveillance and discipline) and, given a
loophole, what to do in that 24th hour.
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For example, the painfully clean lines and sly humour in Roula Partheniou's 100 Variations (an architectural K& Junked Food Co.
rumination by way of grey-scaled Rubik's cube) are a neat juxtaposition to Katie Bethune-Leamen's
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iridescent paint gives depth to the work's pop culture-heavy, neo-pagan impression.
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Situated in a public access academic environment, the show itself still feels private. Some works are in rooms
that could be in use at the time of visit and therefore utterly inaccessible. Placing the show in such a space is

@ Rod, Gun & Barbers
therefore appropriate - particularly when the pieces talk about making and breaking the rules.
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Further down campus at Sign, Sign, Everywhere a Sign, Kelly Mark's satirical performance Demonstration
takes away the message of a public protest to underscore how the placard and crowd have become so
encoded in public consciousness that the meaning feels the same no matter what the cause. Likewise, Robin
Collyer's work removes all text from recognizable graphics and signs, and even wordless the original branding
comes through.
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Jamelie Hassan's timely Al Jazeera/Prisoner 345 reworks the network's logo in neon, functioning here as a
historical memorial. The title refers to the US' firstincarcerated journalist, Sami al-Haj, and the lettering of the
logo has changed to "shame on you." The sombre message of the work is resonant, and heightened by the
eerie glow of the neon adding a layer of ironic American seediness to the piece.

With over 20 artists represented in both exhibitions, these shows are complex and thought-provoking as they
explore many issues inspired by public signage, branding, and symbols. This Area is under 23 Hour Video and
Audio Surveillance is on until June 30 and Sign, Sign, Everywhere a Sign runs until March 7.
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Writing by Irene Dongas.

This area is under 23 hour video and audio surveillance by Ahmet Ogit (2009). Ink on aluminum plate, 8 x 11
1/2 x 1/16 inches. Laumeier Sculpture Park Collection with funds from the Mark Twain Laumeier Endowment
Fund. Photo courtesy Laumeier Sculpture Park. 100 Variations by Roula Partheniou. Installation photos of
Sign, Sign Everywhere a Sign by Toni Hafkenscheid courtesy of the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery and UTAC.
Robin Collyer, Screen, 2000. Coloured print on paper. 50.8 x 60.9 cm. University of Toronto Collection. Gift of
the artist, 2013.
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Suicide_Boi/ FEBRUARY 15, 2015 AT 10:28 AM
Neat! I'l pencil this one in.

fernand / FEBRUARY 16, 2015 AT 10:17 PM
Visited last week. Total time to explore the whole gallery: 6 minutes. This visit was
a complete waste of my time.
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