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>>> SHARP SHOWROOM
Exhibit riffs on changing cityscape at U of T's Art Museum

BY FRAN SCHECHTER
FEBRUARY 10, 2016  6:23 PM
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 Tags  Art Museum, Hart House, University of Toronto

RELATED
University of Toronto's Teaching Assistants May Avoid Strike

Here's what you need to start getting paid for gigs

Contests: Boeing Boeing

SHOWROOM at the Art Museum at the University of Toronto (7 Hart House, 15 King's College),
to March 5. 416-978-8398, 416-978-8387. See listing. Rating: NNNN

In this large show at the Art Museum at U of T (a merger of Justina M. Barnicke Gallery and U of
T Art Centre), curator Sarah Robayo Sheridan gathers more than 30 locals artists to comment
in a variety of media on our rapidly changing built environment and the marketing driving its
expansion. 

Some make pointed critiques: Oliver Husain projected condo sales videos featuring vapid
young professionals and bland architecture onto a cloth drape, re-photographing them to
increase their creepy unreality. Adrian Blackwell's exploded-box cruciform photos document a
series of studios, including his own, from which artists have been evicted. (A recent Star article
profiled two other Showroom artists forced out of their studios by rising rents).

Decor gets strange in Annie MacDonell's geometric black-and-white photos of garish hair
salons and Lili Huston-Herterich's photos of knick-knacks printed on textiles and hung on a
coat rack.

Among the more abstract interpretations of construction-zone aesthetics are Miles Collyer's
huge photo print of black holes in rubble and Ryan Ferko's square tiles inlaid with salvaged
material from the Leslie Spit with accompanying text. 

Especially amusing is the gym of DIY exercise equipment made by collective VSVSVS from
plywood and chunks of cement, where you can pretend to be one of the toned condo residents
in Husain's video.

Not everything here is completely on topic, but the show gives a good picture of how a
community is grappling with the paradoxical role of artists in a gentrifying city.

art@nowtoronto.com
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VSVSVS's gym gear lets you pretend to be toning up in a condo.
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What’s on
Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed

THURSDAY
MARCH 3, 2016

Critics' Picks
FIRST THURSDAY: FROM HOGTOWN
TO THE 6IX
Mar 3, 2016 7:00 PM
ART GALLERY OF ONTARIO

Critics' Picks
SKETCHFEST @ THEATRE CENTRE
Mar 3, 2016 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
THEATRE CENTRE

Critics' Picks
EAMON MCGRATH, LAKE FOREST,
WINCHESTER WARM
Mar 3, 2016 8:00 PM
DAKOTA TAVERN

Search all events 
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Downton Abbey An Insider's Retrospective with Jessica Fellowes

Campus crusade: Pro-lifers fight for club status at Ryerson
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NOW on Twitter

BABY HUEY TAKING
OVER ROCK
LOBSTER SPACE ON
OSSINGTON
Bar is back with a new
location – steps away from
the old one more

BY NATALIA MANZOCCO
| MAR 3, 2016 | FOOD

ARTIFACTS OF
MEMORY RISES AT
YONGE AND ST.
JOSEPH

BY ENZO DIMATTEO
| MAR 3, 2016 | NEWS

HOW TO BUILD A
FIRE: THE FINALE
Secrets are revealed and
lives are lost in the thrilling
conclusion to How to Build a
Fire. more

BY KOFFLER DIGITAL
| MAR 3, 2016 | STAGE
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Embed View on Twitter

Tweets by @nowtoronto
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You don't have to wait in line at Uncle Tetsu's to get 
great Japanese cheesecake: now.uz/1njB4mn

Toronto's emergency-shelter shortfall is morally 
negligent: now.uz/1Ts3KIk
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