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REBECCA BELMORE

From Rebecca Belmore's Xseries, to be seen on billboards at Front and Wellington Sts.
throughout May.
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For the past decade or so, the Scotiabank Contact Photography Festival, that great big
warm hug of visual culture that welcomes anyone and everyone in the realm of
photographic endeavour, has been taking the inside out.

Its public installation series, which puts works on billboards, bus shelters and a handful
of other inventive venues, only makes sense: if you’re going to be a populist, public-
friendly festival, then getting outside the gallery walls is a no-brainer.

Parks Canada will
offer Wi-Fi in the
wilderness

But it works in ways both obvious and not. Photography surrounds us, whether in

magazines and newspapers, on iPhones, but particularly along the urban byways where
bus shelters and billboards expose us to so many pictures that we get a little numb to it
all. Contact’s public programs provide a little shakeup to that, restoring colour to the
visual white noise, at least for a little while. Following are a handful of what you'll see,
and where, over the next month.

Dead Ontario teen

being sued by driver
that killed him X: Rebecca Belmore

Belmore, an Anishinaabe Indian born in Northern Ontario, is one of this country’s best
known artists, both here and around the world, and with good reason. Since the '80s,
her powerful performance work, laying bare social disparities and lingering colonial
traumas, has been disarming audiences with its frank critiques of contemporary power.
At Contact, Belmore presents X, a series of photos mounted on billboards that torque
the anonymity of a working underclass with faceless workers marked, overtly, for
safety — the X is from the ubiquitous, reflective vests worn by construction workers —
but implicitly as the taken-for-granted caretakers of urbanity’s moving parts. At Front
St. W. and Spadina Ave., May 1 to 31
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