‘artthlng”
Part msta“atlon part mstructuonal vudeo part par-
ticipatory experience, Night School defined the
term ‘surreal’. Wholly strange yet wholly familiar,
visitors who walked the House’s halls were treat-
ed to that other side of school life: secret desires,
weird science, kaleidoscopic memories, and les-
sons in all the skills your high school guidance
councillor hoped you’d never learn. Students and
alumni alike found the exhibit wholly suitable to its
surroundings.

Fifth-year student, Jessica Herschman, who trav-
elled the various Nuit Zones fairly extensively, said
that the goings-on at Hart House were some of the
highlights of the evening. “It foregrounded the act
of learning for me; she said. “Through humour, it
inventively brought to my attention what we learn
and the way we teach. | liked that”

The success of Night School was due to its ability
to call up anecdotes from its audience. For anyone
who'’s ever had a late night, deeply philosophical
discussion about what it might be like to be an ant,
this show had definite appeal.

Iy amongst photov'

kaleidoscope, which turned Kwans collection of
images of the West's view of Cathay into lace-like
abstractions. This powerful signifier for relations
between “west” and “east”, also mimicked the ways
in which prior knowledge can meld in the mind to
create an overall impression, one perhaps difficult
to tie to what was originally learned.
Accompanying these installations and perfor-
mances were several videos instructing viewers
on such topics as “Teaching a plant the alphabet”
and “Funk Lessons”. In the courtyard, the packed
House enjoyed a full range of snacks and a “MiNi
BAR” where all the drinks were mixed from mini
liquor bottles. Hart House Tutors, volunteers wear-
ing white academic robes, interspersed themselves
throughout the crowd, expostulating on the essen-
tials of higher education, including creating and
delivering convincing excuses and justifications for
sleeping in. Ultimately, it was this final touch that
personalized Night School and made it one of the
experiences for which Nuit Blanche at Hart House
is becoming known. Can you get a degree in that?




