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Illustration by Drew Shannon
This pieceappeared as an editor’s note inthe Spring 2017 issue of
Corporate Knights

As sesquicentennial events take place around the country in
2017, Canadians have been struggling with how best to
approach this milestone. One major concern being raised is that
the outpouring of patriotism and celebrations risks ignoring the
ghosts of our past, papering over the problems of today and

sidelining the narratives of marginalized people.

This is particularly true when it comes to the country’s

indigenous population.

Small but admirable attempts to decolonize our collective
history have emerged in places like Vancouver, which has
branded its anniversary events “150+” as an acknowledgement
of the time before settler contact. Visitors have flooded in to see
Cree artist Kent Monkman'’s art series “Shame and Prejudice: A
Story of Resilience” as it travels across the country. The exhibit
showecases a collection of his paintings, which use the aesthetics
of traditional Western neo-classicism to challenge the Euro-
centric narrative of Canada’s colonial past and to confront the

impact of this colonial story on Canada’s indigenous peoples.

At Corporate Knights we wanted to use the anniversary to reflect
on how nature shaped and continues to shape European-led
settlement of Canada, and vice versa. Author Chris Turner
delves deep into these issues here, highlighting the dissonance
behind Canada’s professed love of nature with the extractive

industries that built and continue to shape it.

A corollary of this investigation is what impact Canada’s
indigenous peoples have had in directing this relationship
between resource development and nature, and the lives

changed as a result.

There’s little doubt that aboriginal peoples living across what
would become Canada — a collection of groups encompassing
myriad languages and landscapes — each developed forms of
subsistence living over thousands of years that were unique to
each local environment. The land was often modified and
manipulated to meet their needs, but in a way that was broadly

self-sustaining.

European settlers came to this land with a different vision in

mind, principally motivated by the allure of natural resources on
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offer. This wasn't entirely one-sided, as aboriginal people
became an integral part of the burgeoning fur trade. But it
ended up transforming both the state of the natural

environment and their relationship to it.

As settler populations multiplied and moved west into the 18th
and 19th centuries, their supposed need to displace the
inhabitants grew more acute. Primary industries that fuelled the
growth of modern cities like fishing and logging were not
simply happened upon, but were wrestled away from local
populations whose lifestyles and cultures were deeply

intertwined with them.

Anthropologist Joanne Hammond and others have taken to
photoshopping B.C.’s historical signs as part of an imaginary
Department of Uncolonial History. One series focuses on B.C.’s
salmon fisheries, where commercial canneries in the 1870s
displaced indigenous fisheries reliant on sustainable practices
honed over millennia. Indigenous peoples were banned from
commercial fishing and further exploited in their factories while

stocks were nearly destroyed through overfishing.

As Turner outlines in his piece, Canada’s first national parks like
Banff were not purely born out of an early desire to protect the
natural environment but also as a continued source of resource
development. But developing the park itself required the
exclusion of the Nakota First Nation from its traditional

resource-gathering territories.

At the same time, environmental historian Nancy Langston has
warned, embracing a declensionist narrative also has its dangers.
“Nature and aboriginal peoples alike come across as victims with
minimal agency”... nor does it “engage with enviro-technical
change, the history of science, gender or the nuances of

aboriginal history and power.”

To take this a step further, author John Ralston Saul argued in
his book A Fair Country that Canada is a Métis nation that has
been heavily influenced by aboriginal ideas. Perhaps Canada’s
relationship to its natural environment, as outlined by Turner,
has been more influenced by its first permanent inhabitants
than we think.

Environmental history is a burgeoning field, especially when it
comes to assessing indigenous people’s place in it. It’s a subject

we plan to revisit later this year.

http://www.corporateknights.com/channels/education/everywhere-and-nowhere-14913648/

Editor's Note: Everywhere and nowhere | Corporate Knights

Not just charities. Showcasing the work
of B Corps, co-operatives and other
ventures seeking a triple bottom line.

SlC

SUPPLY CHAIN
Spotting procurement trends and

standards that are driving
sustainability through the supply chain.

TRANSPORTATION

Planes, trains, automobiles and more,
with a focus on safety, efficiency and
low-carbon innovations.

UTILITIES & ENERGY

Following the makers and movers of
electricity and fuel as they transition to
a sustainable, low-carbon economy.

WASTE

Weighing what we dispose, efforts to
reduce it, and how industry transforms
“waste” into valuable new products.

WATER

A snapshot of water resources, why
they're under threat, and efforts to
conserve this life-giving liquid.

WORKPLACE

Recognizing healthy, diverse and fair
places to work, and career dhoices that
sustainable economies demand.

ADVERTISEMENT

3/6



