Art Museum
University of Toronto

Justina M. Barnicke Gallery
University of Toronto Art Centre

7 Hart House Circle

Toronto, Ontario M5S 3H3
artmuseum.utoronto.ca

o

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Art Museum at the University of Toronto
announces Things Fall Apart, presented in
partnership with the Toronto Biennial of Art

August 12, 2026 (Toronto, ON)—The Art Museum at the University
of Toronto is pleased to announce the exhibition Things Fall
Apart, presented in partnership with the Toronto Biennial of Art
(TBA). Curated by Allison Glenn, Things Fall Apart brings together
artists whose practices engage rupture as a generative force,
reconsidering histories, geographies, and systems that shape
contemporary life while proposing new ways of understanding the
present. As the main exhibition site partner of the Biennial’s fourth
edition, the Art Museum will present works by over 20 artists
across its two gallery spaces—the University of Toronto Art Centre
(in University College) and the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery (in Hart
House)—from September 26 to December 20, 2026.

Things Fall Apart unfolds through a set of propositions anchored
by the question: What can we learn from artists who explore
rupture as an ontological tool or a way of understanding?
Anchored in the shared geographies of the Great Lakes, this
Biennial traces relationships between the region’s expansive but
interconnected waters and over sixteen global waterways that span
five continents. Things Fall Apart considers themes of diaspora,
maritime histories of empire, corporeality, global climate justice,
genocides, speculative and science fictions, material memory,
transformation of knowledge, and water and land as conceptual
links.
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Things Fall Apart is organized in three distinct parts: a central
exhibition that grounds itself in methodologies of collectivity,
sovereignty, reflection, and refusal; a series of performances and
artist-led programming that invites embodied engagement with
these practices; and a collaboratively curated gathering in the form
of a convening in three acts: An Arrival, A Grounding, A Departure.
The 2026 Biennial opens with a weekend of performances and
engagements, as well as the release of its exhibition catalogue,
Things Fall Apart: Notes on Rupture.

“The past few months have been exhilarating—working in such close
collaboration with the Toronto Biennial of Art team and artistic
partners across the country and with curator Allison Glenn, to
realize her exciting vision for the 2026 iteration of the Biennial,”
says Barbara Fischer, Executive Director / Chief Curator at the Art
Museum. “Its themes resonate beautifully across previous iterations
and strands in the Art Museum’s own program history, threading
these into a wider international context. We are thrilled, and thank
the curator and all the participating artists, to be able to share the
exhibition with our visitors, here and farther afield.”

“The 2026 Toronto Biennial of Art is an invitation to view the Great
Lakes, and global waterways, as a confluence,” says TBA 2026
curator, Allison Glenn. “Growing up in nearby Detroit deeply
informed my understanding of how water, as both a physical
resource and a historical witness, connects distant geographies
through shared, fluid systems. The expansion of the Biennial
footprint across international borders is driven by this curatorial
frame and a cohort of artists and collaborators whose work is
profoundly site-responsive, connecting to histories and moments of
rupture across vast waterways.”
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The exhibition at the Art Museum includes works by Andrés
Ramirez Gaviria, Antonio Ob4, Bonnie Devine, Cameron Harvey,
Carole Harris, Carolina Fusilier, Céline Semaan and Jean-Marc
Bullet, Charisse Pearlina Weston, Chiedza Pasipanodya, Dala
Nasser, James Perkins, Julianknxx, Julien Creuzet, Kent
Monkman, Lindsay Katsitsakatste Delaronde, Naotaka Hiro,
Rebecca Belmore, Solange Pessoa, Taqralik Partridge,
Underground Resistance presents Drexciya and beyond,

and Wen Liu.

OPENING WEEKEND PUBLIC PROGRAMS

Opening Party

Friday, September 25, 7pm-11pm

University of Toronto Art Centre, 15 King’s College Circle
Justina M. Barnicke Gallery, 7 Hart House Circle

Featuring TBA 2026 artist performances and DJ sets by DJ Skurge
of Underground Resistance and artist Nirbhai (nep) Singh Sidhu.
This is a ticketed event. For more information, visit the Toronto
Biennial of Art’s website.

Rebecca Belmore: Gichigami
Saturday, September 26, 12pm
University of Toronto Art Centre, 15 King’s College Circle

Rebecca Belmore’s new work, Gichigami, opens as a procession
that moves from Queen’s Park to the University of Toronto, where
it will remain on view as an installation at the Art Museum for the
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duration of the Biennial. Free and open to the public; registration is
required.

Opening Remarks
Saturday, September 26, Ipm
7 Hart House Circle

The formal opening of the Biennial will include remarks from
TBA’s Executive Director, Patrizia Libralato; Curator, Allison
Glenn; and Executive Director/Chief Curator of the Art Museum,
Barbara Fischer. Free and open to the public; no registration
required.

Raphaél Barontini: Konvwa libété
Saturday, September 26, 1:30pm
Meeting point in front of Hart House, 7 Hart House Circle

Co-presented by the Art Museum, Toronto Biennial of Art, Toronto
Caribbean Carnival, and Hart House, Barontini brings a
celebratory, carnival-style street parade to the U of T campus.
Blending percussion, indigo costumes, banners, and flags, this
parade honours historical figures of anti-enslavement resistance
while celebrating contemporary Caribbean traditions of
emancipation. Free and open to the public; registration required.

40f9


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1997161992281?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1997161992281?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/raphael-barontini-konvwa-libete-tickets-1996999720923?aff=oddtdtcreator

Art Museum
University of Toronto

Justina M. Barnicke Gallery
University of Toronto Art Centre

CONVENING: AN ARRIVAL, A GROUNDING, A DEPARTURE
October16-18, 2026

Various sites: the Art Museum, Native Canadian Centre, the
Scarborough Gurdwara, the Toronto Black Farmers and Food
Growers Collective farm at Downsview Park

This three-day public gathering conceived by Glenn brings
together a polyphonic group of knowledge-holders, including
artists, co-curators, Elders, Knowledge Keepers, scientists, farmers,
community members, and musicians. Structured around three
thematic pillars (puncta)—arrival by water, co-curated by Bert
Whitecrow and the Art Museum’s Curator of Indigenous
Contemporary Art, Mikinaak Migwans; grounding; and
departure—the Convening will unfold across various Toronto
geographies through critical dialogues and panels, live
performances, and shared meals and moments of community
gathering.

This program directly engages with several new artist commissions
featured in Things Fall Apart, connecting the Biennial’s
overarching explorations of intersectionality, community
knowledge, and collective understanding.

Free and open to the public; registration required.
All registration links to follow.
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TBA 2026 LEARNING PROGRAMS

As the main exhibition site partner of the Toronto Biennial of Art,
the Art Museum will host a range of TBA’s 2026 Learning Programs
developed by Mary Kim, TBA’s Senior Manager, Learning &
Community Partnerships. Taking place at various TBA sites, with a
particular concentration at the Art Museum, these programs will
offer experiences and workshops across three streams: Storytelling
Sessions, School Programs, and the Mobile Arts Curriculum (MAC).

New collaborations with Ontario Institute for Studies in Education
will invite their students to lead Ontario curriculum-supportive
weekday sessions for K-12 students, while weekend public
Storytelling Sessions are co-developed with the Collaboratory for
Black Poiésis and the Art Museum.

The 2026 Mobile Arts Curriculum (MAC) Learning Guide will be
available onsite at the Art Museum and digitally, highlighting six
TBA 2026 artists and providing a resource to facilitate deeper
engagement with the exhibition's curatorial framework.

TBA 2026 CATALOGUE

The exhibition catalogue titled Things Fall Apart: Notes on
Rupture, will be released on September 26, 2026. Co-published by
Goose Lane Editions and the Art Museum, with contributing
publisher the Aga Khan Museum, the publication expands on the
exhibition’s key themes of rupture, syncopation, and resistance
through a combination of critical texts, image-driven artist
sections, and an experimental sonic intervention.
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Designed by Montréal-based studio house9, it is written for a wide
audience interested in art, sound, music, exhibition practices,
literature, theory, and more.

The book will be available to purchase onsite at the Art Museum,
at local bookshops, and online. Pre-orders are now available.

About Allison Glenn

Allison Glenn is a New York-based curator and writer focusing on
the intersection of art and public space through public art and
special projects, biennials, and major new commissions by a wide
range of contemporary artists. For over fifteen years, Glenn has
been devoted to realizing ambitious and experimental exhibitions
and site-specific projects with artists working across the globe.

She is one of the curators of Centro América Red de Arte (CARA),
opening in 2027 in Guatemala City. Her previous roles include
Artistic Director of The Shepherd; Co-Curator of Counterpublic
Triennial 2023, Senior Curator at New York’s Public Art Fund;
Visiting Curator at The University of Tulsa; and Associate Curator
of Contemporary Art at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art.
She also held a curatorial staff position with New Orleans’
international art triennial, Prospect.4: The Lotus in Spite of the
Swamp (2016). She gained broad acclaim for curating the
pathbreaking 2021 exhibition Promise, Witness, Remembrance
(2021) at Louisville, Kentucky’s Speed Art Museum.
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About the Art Museum at the University of Toronto

The Art Museum is one of the largest gallery spaces for visual art
exhibitions and programming in Toronto. The Art Museum
organizes and presents an intensive year-round program of
exhibitions and events that foster—at a local, regional, and
international level—innovative research, interdisciplinary
scholarship, and knowledge of art and its histories befitting
Canada’s leading university and the country’s largest city.

Our Supporters

The Art Museum gratefully acknowledges operating support from
the Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts Council, the
Government of Ontario, and the Toronto Arts Council.

For more information, visit artmuseum.utoronto.ca.
Follow @artmuseumuoft on Instagram and Facebook.

About the Toronto Biennial of Art

The Toronto Biennial of Art’s mission is to make contemporary art
accessible to everyone. A twelve-week event every two years, the
Biennial commissions artists to create new works for a city-wide
exhibition in dialogue with Toronto’s diverse local contexts. Year-
round public and learning programs bridge Biennials and invite
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intergenerational audiences to explore the ideas that inspire these
events. Building upon past editions and offering new ways of
seeing and listening, each Biennial connects people to spark
meaningful dialogues and imagine new futures.

For more information, visit torontobiennial.org.
Follow @torontobiennial on Instagram and Facebook.

Media Contacts:

David Yu
Sutton Communications
tba@suttoncommes.com

Catriona Reid
Marketing and Communications Manager, Toronto Biennial of Art
creid@torontobiennial.org

Marianne Rellin

Communications Coordinator, Art Museum at the University of
Toronto

marianne.rellin@utoronto.ca

Press Kit:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xs8dn-
C6JZMVhk2a9SPQJJyQOxHZs_KN
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